
MCPS Protected Required Reading Titles Grades 5-8 

Grade Author Title Lexile Fiction or 
Non Fiction 

Annotation Potential Content 
Considerations 

REC 

        
5	   Curtis	   Bud,	  Not	  Buddy	   950	   FIC	   Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless 

boy living in Flint, Michigan, 
during the Great Depression, 
escapes a bad foster home and sets 
out in search of the man he 
believes to be his father--the 
renowned bandleader, H.E. 
Calloway of Grand Rapids. 

Social	  Studies	   CC	  4-‐5	  

5	   O’Dell	   Island	  of	  the	  Blue	  Dolphins	   1000	   FIC	   Left alone on a beautiful but 
isolated island off the coast of 
California, a young Indian girl 
spends eighteen years, not only 
merely surviving through her 
enormous courage and self-
reliance, but also finding a measure 
of happiness in her solitary life. 

Science	   	  

5	   Burnett	   Secret	  Garden,	  The	   950	   FIC	   Ten-year-old Mary comes to live 
in a lonely house on the Yorkshire 
moors and discovers an invalid 
cousin and the mysteries of a 
locked garden. 

ELA	   CC	  4-‐5	  

5	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   A	  Biography	  or	  Autobiography	  
of	  any	  U.S.	  President	  
	  
	  
	  

565-‐910	   NF	    
 
 
 
 
 

Social	  Studies	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Grade Author Title Lexile Fiction or 
Non Fiction 

Annotation Potential Content 
Considerations 

REC 

	   	   	   	   	    	   	  
6	   Philbrick	   Freak,	  The	  Mighty	   1000	   FIC	   At the beginning of eighth grade, 

learning disabled Max and his new 
friend Freak, whose birth defect 
has affected his body but not his 
brilliant mind, find that when they 
combine forces they make a 
powerful team.  

ELA/Science	   	  

6	   Murphy	   	  Great	  Fire,	  The	  (in	  text)	   1130	   NF	   Vivid firsthand descriptions by 
persons who lived through the 
1871 Chicago fire are woven into a 
gripping account of this famous 
disaster. Murphy also examines the 
origins of the fire, the errors of 
judgment that delayed effective 
response, the organizational 
problems of the city's firefighters, 
and the post-fire efforts to rebuild 
the city. Newspaper lithographs 
and a few historical photographs 
convey the magnitude of human 
suffering and confusion.  
 

Social	  Studies	   CC	  6-‐8	  

6	   L’Engle	   	  Wrinkle	  in	  Time,	  A	   740	   FIC	   Meg Murry, her brother Charles, 
and their friend Calvin, embark on 
a journey through space and time, 
assisted by three otherworldly 
women, to find Meg's father, a 
physicist who disappeared while 
experimenting with time travel.  

Science	   CC	  6-‐8	  

6	   Filipovic	   Zlata’s	  Diary	   640	   NF	   The diary of a thirteen-year-old 
girl living in Sarajevo, begun just 
before her eleventh birthday when 
there was still peace in her 
homeland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social	  Studies	   	  
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7	   Twain	   	  Adventures	  of	  Tom	  Sawyer,	  

The	  
800	   FIC	   This novel following the exploits 

of a young boy growing up in a 
Mississippi River town in the 
nineteenth century. 

ELA/Social	  Studies	   CC	  6-‐8	  

7	   Dickens	   Christmas	  Carol,	  A	  	  (in	  text)	   900	   FIC	   The story of Ebenezer Scrooge 
opens on a Christmas Eve as cold 
as Scrooge's own heart. That night, 
he receives three ghostly visitors: 
the terrifying spirits of Christmas 
Past, Present, and Yet to Come. 
Each takes him on a heart-stopping 
journey, yielding glimpses of Tiny 
Tim and Bob Cratchit, the 
horrifying spectres of Want and 
Ignorance, even Scrooge's 
painfully hopeful younger self.  

ELA	   	  

7	   Gibson	   Miracle	  Worker,	  The	   	   NF	   William Gibson's play about 
teacher Annie Sullivan's 
determined quest to give twelve-
year-old Helen Keller, blind, deaf, 
and mute, the gift of language. 

ELA	   	  

7	   Lord	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Night	  to	  Remember,	  A	   910	   NF	   Provides an account of the sinking 
of the Titanic, a reputedly 
unsinkable ship that went down in 
the Atlantic on April 10, 1912, 
after hitting an iceberg, resulting in 
the deaths of over 1,500 people. 
 

Social	  Studies	   CC	  6-‐8	  

7	   Covey	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Seven	  Habits	  of	  Highly	  
Effective	  Teens,	  The	  

870	   NF	   Sean Covey applies the timeless 
principles of the 7 Habits to tough 
issues and life-changing decisions 
today’s teens face. It is step-by-
step guide to help teens improve 
self image, build friendships, resist 
peer pressure, achieve their goals, 
get along with their parents, and 
much more.  
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8	   Frank	   Diary	  of	  Anne	  Frank,	  The	  

(in	  text)	  
1080	   NF	   A thirteen-year-old Dutch-Jewish 

girl records her impressions of the 
two years she and seven others 
spent hiding from the Nazis before 
they were discovered and taken to 
concentration camps. 

Social	  Studies	   CC	  6-‐8	  

8	   Steinbeck	   Pearl,	  The	   980	   FIC	   Terrible events follow the 
discovery of a magnificent pearl by 
a poor Mexican fisherman. 

ELA	   	  

8	   Hamilton	   People	  Could	  Fly,	  The	   660	   NF	   Retells twenty-four African-
American folktales of animals, 
fantasy, the supernatural, and 
desire for freedom, each followed 
by a note explaining its history and 
meaning. 

ELA	   CC	  6-‐8	  

8	   Taylor	   Roll	  of	  Thunder,	  Hear	  My	  Cry	   920	   FIC	   An African-American family 
living in Mississippi during the 
Depression of the 1930s is faced 
with prejudice and discrimination 
which its children do not 
understand. 

Social	  Studies	   CC-‐6-‐8	  

8	   Paulsen	   Soldier’s	  Heart	   1000	   FIC	   Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old 
Charley has a change of heart after 
experiencing both the physical 
horrors and mental anguish of 
Civil War combat. 

Social	  Studies	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Common	  Core	  Suggested	  Lexile	  Measures	  
5	   830-‐1010	  
6	   925-‐1070	  
7	   970-‐1120	  
8	   1010-‐1185	  
9	   1050-‐1260	  
10	   1080-‐1335	  

11-‐12	   1185-‐1385	  
NP	   The NP code is for any book comprising more than 50% non-standard or non-conforming prose. NP books do not receive a Lexile measure, merely 

the NP code. Some common examples of non-prose content are poems, plays, songs, recipes, and text with non-standard or absent punctuation. 
Since the Lexile Framework is based on prose analysis, Maurice Sendak's Alligators All Around (HarperTrophy) is coded NP. The text of the book is 
not in complete sentences and lacks punctuation entirely. The text difficulty of such a book cannot currently be assigned a Lexile measure.	  

Added	  Note:	  Selected	  short	  stories	  and	  poems	  will	  be	  determined	  by	  current	  textbook	  adoption	  and	  common	  core	  exemplars.	  	  

*Maury	  County	  Schools	  Board	  Policy	  4.901	  	  Parent(s) may request that a student not be required to read a book, use certain materials, or participate 
in an activity. If the request to the teacher is denied, then a written request may be submitted on the appropriate form to the principal. 
No student who is granted such a request shall be penalized academically for his/her failure to participate in an activity, read a book or use certain 
materials. 
The final decision concerning the use of controversial materials shall rest with the Board. 

Teachers	  may	  substitute	  a	  reading	  assignment	  appropriate	  to	  the	  skill,	  theme,	  or	  subject	  being	  taught.	  

	  


