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MCPS ELA Required/Protected Reading Titles Grades 9 – 12 

Note:  Four of the protected works are required reading for each grade level.  Advanced Placement requirements are not included in this list.  
Advanced Placement courses will continue to follow the guidelines of each course. 

Grade Author Title Lexile Fiction 
or Non 
Fiction 

Annotation REC 

       
       

9	   Filipovic, Zlata and 
Erin Gruwell 

Freedom Writers 900 NF A young teacher inspires her students to learn tolerance, apply 
themselves, and pursue education beyond high school. 

 

9	   Homer, trans. by 
Robert Fitzgerald 

The Odyssey 1130 Epic 
Poem 

This epic poem is built upon the interplay of themes such as 
travel, hospitality, loyalty, and family. 

CC 
ADP 

9	   Lee, Harper To Kill a Mockingbird 870 F Pulitizer Prize - This story is about growing up under 
extraordinary circumstances in Alabama during the 1930s.  

CC 

9	   Shakespeare, William Romeo and Juliet NP Drama The tragedy of two teenagers tells of love doomed by their 
feuding families. 

ADP 

9	   Steinbeck, John The Grapes of Wrath 680 F Pulitizer Prize – An Oklahoma farm family is driven from 
their home and forced to travel to California during the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. 

CC 
ADP 

9	   Wiesel, Elie Night 570 NF A true account of the author’s experiences as a Jewish boy in 
a Nazi concentration camp is shared in this story. 

ADP 

	   	   	   	   	   	    
10	   Achebe, Chinua Things Fall Apart 890 F Set in an Ibo village in Nigeria, the novel recreates pre-

Christian tribal life and shows how the coming of the white 
man led to the breaking up of the old ways. 

CC 
ADP 

10	   Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451 890 F Ray writes of a book burning official in a future fascist state 
who finds out that books are a vital part of a culture he never 
knew.  He clandestinely pursues reading, until he is betrayed. 

CC 
ADP 
 

10	   Hurston, Zora Neale Their Eyes Were Watching God 1080 F An African-American woman searches for a fulfilling 
relationship through two loveless marriages and finally finds 
it in the person of Tea Cake, an itinerant laborer and gambler. 

CC 

10	   Kafka, Franz trans. 
By Donna Freed 

The Metamorphosis 1320 F This Czechoslovakian author tells about Gregor Samsa, a man 
who wakes up one morning to discover he has been 
transformed into an insect. 

CC 
ADP 

10	   Shakespeare, William The Tragedy of Julius Caesar NP F Cassius, fears Julius Caesar’s ambition and forms a 
conspiracy among Roman republicans, including Caesar’s 
trusted friend Brutus, to assassinate him on the Ides of March. 

ADP 

10	   Sophocles Antigone 940 F Greek playwright Sophocles writes the last play in the Theban 
Trilogy, Antigone, around 442 B.C.  Antigone tells the story 
of the title character, daughter of Oedipus, and her fight to 

CC 
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bury her brother Polyneices against the edict of her uncle, 
Creon, the new king of Thebes. It is a story that pits the law of 
the gods—"unwritten law"—against the laws of humankind, 
family ties against civic duty, and man against woman. 

10	   Sophocles, trans. by 
Robert Fitzgerald 

Oedipus Rex NP F Oedipus is the ill-fated King of Thebes whose past wreaks 
havoc on him and his family.  In this play he learns that he 
murdered his father and married his mother. 

CC 
ADP 

10	   Zusajm, Narkus The Book Thief 730 F Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s 
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a 
foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a 
meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters 
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her 
accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares 
her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as 
well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he 
is marched to Dachau. 
This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to 
feed the soul. 

CC 

	   	   	   	   	   	    
11 Faulkner, William As I Lay Dying 870 F Faulkner records a harrowing, darkly comic tale of the 

Bundren Family’s trek across Mississippi to bury Addie, their 
wife and mother, as told by each of the family members—
including Addie herself. 

CC 
ADP 

11 Fitzgerald, F. Scott The Great Gatsby 1070 F ALA Notable – This novel is tragic story of the wealthy Jay 
Gatsby and his attempt to win back the love of Daisy 
Buchanan. 

CC 
ADP 
 

11 Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin In the Sun NP F Hansberry examines the tensions in a middle-class African 
American family living on Chicago’s Southside in the 1950s. 

CC 
ADP 

11 Hawthorne, 
Nathaniel 

The Scarlet Letter 1420 F This gothic romance relates the story of Hester Prynne her 
lover, their child, and Hester’s husband, and the effect of sin 
on the mind and spirit of these characters. 

CC 
ADP 
 

11 Hemingway, Ernest A Farewell to Arms 730 F ALA Notable – In Hemingway’s classic, an American 
ambulance officer serving on the Austro-Italian front deserts 
to join an English nurse after the retreat of Caboretto. 

CC 
ADP 
 

11 Melville, Herman Billy Budd 1430 F Billy, a handsome, innocent sailor, becomes the target of a 
plot by the jealous master-at-arms to frame him for treason. 

CC 
ADP 

11 Miller, Arthur Crucible, The 1320 NF A dramatization of the Salem witch trials recounts events 
taking place in the Province of Massachusetts Bay during 
1692 and 1693. 

 	  

11 Morrison, Toni The Bluest Eye 920 F A young black girl prays for beauty, blond hair and blue eyes. 
She is mocked for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes 
that set her apart. As she dreams of this beauty and 
acceptance, her life slowly starts to disintegrate in the face of 
adversity and strife. Toni Morrison’s first novel asks powerful 
questions about race, class, and gender. 

CC 
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12 Shakespeare, William  Macbeth NP F Macbeth is considered one of Shakespeare’s darkest and most 

powerful tragedies. Set in Scotland, the play dramatizes the 
corroding psychological and political effects produced when 
its protagonist, the Scottish lord Macbeth, chooses evil as the 
way to fulfill his ambition for power. He commits regicide to 
become king and then furthers his moral descent with a reign 
of murderous terror to stay in power, eventually plunging the 
country into civil war. In the end, he loses everything that 
gives meaning and purpose to his life before losing his life 
itself. 

CC 

12 Shakespeare, William  Hamlet NP F In this Shakespearean tragedy, a Danish prince sets out to 
avenge his father’s murder after being visited by his ghost. 

CC 
ADP 

12 Wright, Richard Black Boy (American hunger):  A 
Record of Childhood and Youth 

950 NF Black Boy (American Hunger) is a fictionalized memoir of 
Richard Wright's childhood and young adulthood. It is split 
into two sections, "Southern Night" (concerning his childhood 
in the south) and "The Horror and the Glory" (concerning his 
early adult years in Chicago). 

CC 
ADP 

12 Chaucer The Canterbury Tales NP Narr 
Poem 

A company of 31 pilgrims tell their stories on a pilgrimage to 
the shrine of St. Thomas A. Becket Canterbury.  The pilgrims 
are to tell two stories – one of each portion of the round trip. 

CC 
 

12 Dostoyevsky, Fyodor Crime and Punishment 850 F Raskolnikov murders an old pawnbroker and her sister for 
money and struggles to live with his guilt. 

CC 
ADP 

12 Unknown Beowulf NP Epic 
Poem 

The oldest known piece of English literature depicts the 
heroic deeds of Beowulf, a Germanic hero who travels to 
Denmark to defeat the monster, Grendel. 

CC 
ADP 

12 Orwell, George 1984 1090 F ALA Notable - This dystopian and satirical novel is set in 
Oceania, where society is tyrannized by the Party and its 
totalitarian ideology. It is a world of perpetual war, 
omnipresent government surveillance, and public mind 
control. 

ADP 

12 Shelley, Mary Frankenstein 1170 F Set largely in the haunting Alps of mid-nineteenth century 
Europe, author Mary Shelley brings to life a gothic tale of 
horror and humanity.  In Frankenstein, Shelley chronicles the 
story of a young physician obsessed with the reanimation of 
human life.  Written in 1816, this classic tale examines the 
isolation of its two protagonists-creator and creature.   

ADP 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
*These selections may contain subject matter that may be objectionable to some students or families.  Parents may discuss with the teacher and administrator an alternate book 
from the MCPS Protected/Recommended list. 

*CC- Common Core Recommended  *ADP – American Diploma Project     
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  Added	  Note:	  Selected	  short	  stories	  and	  poems	  will	  be	  determined	  by	  current	  textbook	  adoption	  and	  common	  core	  exemplars.	  	  

*Maury	  County	  Schools	  Board	  Policy	  4.901	  	  Parent(s) may request that a student not be required to read a book, use certain materials, or participate 
in an activity. If the request to the teacher is denied, then a written request may be submitted on th appropriate form to the principal. 
No student who is granted such a request shall be penalized academically for his/her failure to participate in an activity, read a book or use certain 
materials. 
The final decision concerning the use of controversial materials shall rest with the Board. 

Teachers	  may	  substitute	  a	  reading	  assignment	  appropriate	  to	  the	  skill,	  theme,	  or	  subject	  being	  taught.	  

 


